6th Grade World History                                               
                  Unit 3 Landforms, Weathering and Erosion
         


Unit Vocabulary Weeks 7 - 10

06 October - 24 October 2014

	Word
	Definition
	Vocabulary
	Spelling

	atmosphere
	A thick layer of gases or air including oxygen.  Earth's atmosphere acts like a blanket and makes life possible on Earth.
	
	

	calderas
	A huge hole or crater that is left by the collapse of a volcanic mountain
	Yes
	No

	chemical weathering
	The process that breaks down rock through chemical changes
	Yes
	No

	composite volcanoes
	Tall, cone shaped mountains in which layers of lava alternate with layers of ash
	Yes
	No

	core
	Inner most part of the Earth.  This is made up of both the inner and outer core.  The inner core is a solid iron/nickel ball and the outer core is a slowly moving molten layer that produces the Earth's magnetic field.
	
	

	creep
	Slow downhill movement of rock and soil.  Often occurs because of freezing and thawing of water in cracked layers of rock beneath the soil
	Yes
	No

	crust
	This is the solid outer shell of the Earth.  All life lives above the crust.
	
	

	deltas
	Sediment deposited where a river flows into an ocean or lake builds up and creates a landform called a delta.
	Yes
	No

	depositions
	This is the process of depositing material eroded and carried by water, ice or wind
	Yes
	No

	erosion
	The process by which natural forces move weathered rock
	Yes
	No

	geothermal
	The word geothermal comes from the Greek word geo meaning Earth and therme meaning "heat".  The literal translation would be Earth Heat.
	Yes
	No

	landform
	A feature of topography, such as a hill or valley, formed by the processes that shape Earth's surface.
	Yes
	No

	magma
	Molten rock beneath the Earth's crust
	
	

	mantle
	Interior layer of the Earth between the crust and the core.
	
	

	mass movement
	Gravity causes mass movement which is the process of moving rock and other materials downhill
	Yes
	No

	meander
	A bend in the river.  A meander forms when moving water in a stream erodes the out banks and widens.
	
	

	mechanical weathering
	Forces of weathering that break rock into smaller pieces physically.
	Yes
	No

	mountains
	A landform with high elevation and high relief.  Mountains normally are found in groups called mountain ranges.
	Yes
	No

	permeable
	A material that is full of tiny, connected air spaces that allow water to seep through it.  Permeable rock weathers chemically at a fast rate.
	Yes
	No

	plain
	A plain is a landform made up of nearly flat or gently rolling land with low relief.
	Yes
	No

	plateaus
	A landform that has high elevation and more or less level surface is called a plateau.
	Yes
	No

	relief
	The difference in elevation between the highest and lowest parts of an area is called relief.
	Yes
	No

	Ring of Fire
	A major belt of volcanoes that rims the Pacific Ocean
	Yes
	No

	sediment
	The material that is moved by erosion is referred to as sediment.
	Yes
	No

	shield volcano
	Mountains formed when thin layers of lava pour out of a vent and harden on top of previous layers.  This can occur underwater and the Hawaiian islands are a good example of shield volcanoes.
	Yes
	No

	slump
	A mass of rock and soil suddenly slips down a slope in one large mass
	Yes
	No

	Theory of Pangaea
	This is pare of plate tectonic theory and describes the current scientific belief that Earth's continents once were all connected
	Yes
	No

	topography
	The shape of the land
	Yes
	No

	tributary
	A stream or river that flows into a larger river.
	Yes
	No

	weathering
	The process by which nature erodes substances
	Yes
	No
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